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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 October 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 30 October 2001 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 10/29A>2. 1/10/03 . 



4) n Interview Summary {PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. , 

5) dl Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Tradenr>ark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Sumnnary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 2 



f . 

Application/Control Number: 10/003,704 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2195 

DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1 - 1 8 are presented for examination. 

2. It is noted that although the present application does contain line numbers in the 
specification and claims, the line numbers in the claims do not correspond to the preferred 
format. The preferred format is to number each Une of every claim, with each claim beginning 
with line 1 . For ease of reference by both the examiner and Applicant all future correspondence 
should include the recommended line numbering. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-9 and 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

A. The following claim language is indefinite: 

i. As to claims 2 and 1 1, lines 5-6, it is not clearly understood what relationship is 
between " batch" and "job" in claim 1, line 2 (i.e. batch comprise a group of jobs). 

ii. As to claims 6 and 15, lines 3-4, it is not clearly indicated whether "batch" 
refers to "batch" in claim 2, line 5. 
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iii. As to claim 7, line 3, it is not clearly indicated " a replication facility host 
console" refers to "serialization writer console" in claim 2, line 3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blount et al. 
(U.S. Patent 4,974, 197) 

5. As to claims 1 and 10, Blount teaches the invention substantially as claimed including: a 
serialization management system comprising 

a job control host for assigning serial numbers to storage media, and for generating a job 
(col. 8, lines 35-43 and lines 62-66); 

the job control host communicates the job to the replication facility host (col. 8, lines 43- 
50; col. 9, Unes 43-49); and 

a serialization writer communicatively coupled to the replication facility host, wherein 
the replication facility host controls the serialization writer in response to the job, and 
communicates status information to the job control host (col. 7, lines 54-58; col. 8, lines 43-51; 
col. 9, lines 51-59) . 
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6. Blount does not explicitly teach that replication facility host communicatively coupled to 
the job control host. However, Blount teaches control task control blocks controls the writing of 
information such as data objects, which is transferred from host processor (col. 8, line 35-45; col. 
9, lines 43-50). 

7. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply the teaching of Blount because Blount's control task control blocks controls 
the writing of information such as data objects, which is transferred from host processor would 
increase the flexibility of Blount's system by providing steps of replication facility host 
communicatively coupled to the job control host to increase efficiency of the information 
handling system to which the host processor and the peripheral device belong. 

8. As to claims 2 and 1 1, Blount teaches: 

a serialization writer console coupled to the serialization writer, the serialization writer 
console prompting the replication facility host for a batch by communicating a batch request to 
the replication facility host (col. 8, lines 45-48); 

wherein the replication facility host communicates to the serialization writer, in response 
to the batch request, batch data, the batch data being generated by the replication facility host as 
a function of the job (col. 8, lines 47-51). 

9. As to claims 3 and 12, Blount teaches the serialization writer writes serialization onto 



4 



Application/Control Number: 10/003,704 
Art Unit: 2195 



Page 5 



media in response to the batch data (col. 8, lines 43-53; col. 9, lines 42-49). 

10. As to claims 4 and 13, Blount teaches the serialization writer writes a first serialization 
onto a first side of the media in response to the batch data, and write a second serialization onto a 
second side of the media in response to the batch data (Fig. 1; col. 5, lines 60-67). 

11.. As to claims 5-6 and 14-15, Blount teaches the serialization writer communicates a batch 
status to the replication facility host fi-om time to time (col. 7, lines 49-58; col. 9, lines 55-60). 

12. As to claims 7 and 16, Blount teaches: 

a replication facility host console communicatively coupled to the replication facility 
host for receiving a job complete indicia, and for communicating the job complete indicia to the 
repUcation facility host (col. 9, lines 51-53); 

wherein the replication facility host generates a job complete status in response to the job 
complete indicia, and further wherein the replication facility host communicates the job complete 
status to the job control host (col.9, lines 53-64). 

13. As to claims 8 and 17, Blount teaches the job control host generates a confirmation in 
response to the job complete status, and coinmunicates a confirmation to the replication facility 
host in response thereto, the replication facility host deleting the job in response to the 
confirmation (col. 9, lines 55-64). 
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14. As to claims 9 and 18, Blount teaches the job control hosts exports the job in response to 
receipt of the job complete status (col. 7, hnes 54-58). 



17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Camquy Truong whose telephone number is (571) 272-3773. 
The examiner can normally be reached on SAM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on 571-272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3756. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PALP. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see <http ://pair-direct .uspto. gov> . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIP system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 



Conclusion 



April 21, 2005 



Camquy Truong 




